BOARD OF EDUCATION (IRELAND.) 



AN ACCOUNT 

Of all Proceedings which have taken place at the Board of Education, instituted by 
Parliament in 1813, since their commencement, respecting the Schools of 
Midleton and Ballyhoan severally. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 4 May 1827. 



MIDLETON SCHOOL. 

1814. 3d March. — Ordered, THAT the Solicitor do lay before our Counsel, 
the 1 2th Report of the late Board of Education, so far as relates to Midleton 
School, together with a copy of Lady Orkney’s Deed, and of the Master’s Exami- 
nation in 1788, and any information that the present master, Mr. Grier, can furnish 
upon the subject ; and stating, that this Board having no counterparts of the leases, 
and bmng uninformed as to who were the executing parties, and not being even 
certain that such leases were ever executed, desire the advice of counsel how they 
should proceed most effectually for the discovery and asserting whatever may be 
the rights of the Trustees and Governors of the School ; and that the Solicitor do 
make inquiry relative to the doubt expressed in Mr. Reid’s evidence in 1 788, relating 
to the 20 acres therein mentioned : 

That the Solicitor inquire after a Bequest to Midleton School, by a Mr Harris, 
in 1723. 

17th March. — Ordered, That a letter be written to the Rev. Mr. Grier, the 
master of Midleton School, desiring that he will, by the first safe opportunity, 
send the book of jiroceedings in which the accompts and orders of the Governors 
are entered ; and also inform the Board, whether he has any other books or papers 
which will afford information relative to the foundation of the School, or the manage- 
ment of the same, and what those books or papers are ; or if he knows of any such 
books or papers being elsewhere. 

22d April.— A letter from the Rev. Mr. Grier, master of Midleton School, 
dated 17th April 1814, stating his difficulty in finding a safe person with whom to 
entrust the book of proceedings and the papers of his school, to take them to Dublin 
having been read : ’ 

Ordered, That Mr. Grier be required by the Secretary to send up the book of 
proceedings of the Governors of Midleton School by the mail coach. 

30th June.— Ort/ercrf, That the Solicitor do inquire as to the circumstances of 
the ejectment or compromise relative to the premises in flork charged with 
Mr. Harris s bequest; and that he do state a case to counsel, if he shall think it 
necessary. 

181 5 - 28th February. — Ordered, That the Solicitor do take proceedings in the 
case of Midleton School, as directed by the Board’s counsel. 

Cth March.— O/’jfererf, That Mr. Grier do state the present condition of Midle- 
ton School as to repair, and procure an estimate of what sum will be necessary to 
put the house into sufficient repair ; to state also the balance of money in his 
hands, and how the fund has been applied since his last accompt was passed, and 
Uow it is now applied. Does Mr. Grier keep any school either for boarders or day 
scholars, and how many of either attend him? ^ 

A ,815. 
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MIDLETON i8»5- 15th March. — Mr. Grier’s letter read ; 

^ Ordered, To be entered in the book of documents ; the further cousideration 
postponed till the other accompts are sent in. 

5th April.— A letter from Mr. Grier, relating to the woods of Kilgobbin, read : 
Ordered, That the Solicitor do make inquiry into the facts stated in said letter, 
and that he do caution Mr. Rochfort as to taking any further steps without satisfy- 
ing the Commissioners of his right to dispose of the timber referred to, and re- 
quiring an immediate answer. 

1816. loth February. — A letter from the Rev. Mr. Grier to the Secretary, dated 
December 30th, 1815, read: 

Ordered, That the Solicitor prepare a case, and procure the opinion of the Board’s 
counsel on the subject. 

Ordered, That a special report be made by the Solicitor, on the steps which have 
been taken, and directed to be taken, in the matter of Midleton School estate. 

2d March. — Ordered, That the Solicitor do proceed in this cause under the 
opinion of counsel to the Commissioners. 

6th March.— Orr/crc<4 That the Solicitor serve a notice on Mr. Grier, the master 
of Midleton school, not to receive any rents beyond those due and owing the 1 st of 
May next, and on no account to accept of fines from the tenants. 

1821. 13th April. — Ordered, That the Secretary write to Mr. M'Causland for 
a report on the subject of this foundation (Midleton School), and the suit which 
had been in contemplation ; and direct him, in case the affairs of the said school be 
before this Board, and not that of Charitable Donations, that he take the opinion of 
Mr. Serjeant Joy on the subject whereon the counsel of this Board and the Right 
Honourable the Attorney General disagree, and lay the same before this Board. 

Note. — Mr. M'Causland acts as solicitor for the two Boards, by either of 
which the rights of this trust might be asserted. 

i2thJuly. — The opinion of Mr. Serjeant Joy on the case submitted to him, 
respecting the design of disturbing the lease made by the original trustees under the 
deed of the Countess of Orkney, was read by the Solicitor, and also that of the 
Attorney General. 

Resolved, That after the strongly adverse opinion of the Attorney General upon 
the case submitted to him, discouraging this Board from measures to disturb the 
leases made by the original trustees of the Countess of Orkney’s deed, it is deemed 
inexpedient by this Board to resort to a suit at law or in equity for that purpose ; 
and it is therefore Ordered, That such proceedings be relinquished, and that the 
tenants be called upon to pay up all arrears due by them to last May, by lodging 
the respective rents due by them at said period in the Bank of Ireland, without 
delay, to the credit of the Commissioners of Education, and the Trustees of the 
School of Midleton, and that they and the Rev. Mr. Grier be apprized of this 
resolution, and that he be directed to state the arrear of salary due to him as head 
master ; and that it is expected by this Board he shall fulfil the duty of master of 
the said school, by receiving scholars, to be there instructed by him ; and that he 
be informed, that this Boara designs to order an inspection of the school-house of 
Midleton by its architect, to ascertain wiiat repairs it is in need of. 

7th September.— That Mr. Bowden (the Board’s architect) repair to 
Midleton, and report upon the state of the school-house, and what repairs are 
necessary to l>e made by the Board to fit it up for the reception of scholars. 

Note. — Mr. Bowden inspected, but died before he made any report. 

The Board’s Solicitor in attendance, stated what steps he had taken to bring in 
the arrear of rents due by the tenants of the school estates. 

27th October. — The secretary submitted a letter from the Rev. Mr. Grier, 
master of Midleton Schooh enclosing his accorapt, and praying the balance due to him 
for salary and ordinary repairs of the school-house to the 25th of September last. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the accompt of Mr. Grier be enclosed to his Grace the Arch- midi ftov 
bishop of Cashel by the Secretary, with the request of this Board, that his Grace Schwl 

and the other Trustees of the School of Midleton should report what sum they s.. ■ - 

considered to be due to the Reverend Mr. Grier, to the 2.5th September last? 

1821. 1st November.—A letter from his Grace the Archbishop of Cashel, on the 
subject of Midleton School accompt, read : 

Resolved, That we deem it expedient in the first instance, that the accompt of 
Mr. Grier should be audited by the Governors of the school, and by them returned 
to this Board, with their observations thereon, and such further opinion respecting 
the best means of rendering the said school of most benefit to the public, as they 
will please to afford the Commissioners ; and that a letter to this effect be addressed 
to his Grace by the secretary. 

2yth November. — The receipt of the Governor and Company of the Bank 
of Ireland for the sum of 500. for account of Midleton School, which sum had 
been paid by Joseph Dunn, Esquire, agent to Thomas Rochfort, Esquire, one of 
the tenants of the Midleton School estate, on foot of his rent for five years to the 
1 st of May last, was laid before the Board ; and the Solicitor stated that he expected 
,C- 500 ' due by other tenants to same period, would be paid in very shortly. 

1822. 1 gth January.— On/erciZ, That ,£.1,000. now in the Bank of Ireland to 
the credit of Midleton School, be forthwith invested in government 3^ per cent, 
stock, and that such stock be transferred to the Commissioners of Education in 
Ireland and the Trustees of the Midleton School. 

18th March.— The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Grier, master of Midleton 
School, resquesting to be informed whether the Trustees of the School of 
Midleton had as yet reported on his accompt submitted for their audit, in the 
month of October last ; being much distressed for some part of the balance due 
to him. 

Ordered, That Mr. Grier be informed, his Graee the Archbishoi) of Cashel 
shall be applied to by the Board at his arrival in Dublin, which is expected to take 
place the 30th instant. 

loth April.— The Secretary read a further application from the Master of 
Midleton School, for the arrear of salary due to him ; statinc also that his accompt 
audited lay m the hands of his Grace the Archbishop of Cashel. 

Ordered, That the Secretary endeavour to obtain the papers in possession 
of his Grace the Archbishop of Cashel (who is now ill) so soon as it may be 
practicable. ^ 

Note.— ffij Grace arrwed hi Bublin about the iot/i of March, labtmrinr 
under severe illness of which he died after a few weeks. The 
Secretary found it imfracticabk to obtain the papers prior to 
his Grace's decease. ^ 

13th May.— An application from the Reverend Richard Grier, master of the 
School of Midleton, for some part of the arrear due to him since the suspension of 
the receipt of rents of the School estate in i8.,5; and stating that his accompt 
referred for audit to the Trustees in October last, had been passed by a meeting of 
them, and transmitted to his Grace the late Archbishop of Cashel, to be returned 
to the Board of Education in November, which Mr. Poole, a trustee, who assisted 
at such audit, was ready to certify ; and further urging his very great distress and 
inconvenience by reason of his remaining so long unpaid. 

Resolved, That the year’s rent now due from the tenantry of the School estate 
may lie received by Mr. Grier on account of his arrears to this time ; and thatthe 
Secretary apply to Major Woodward, the executor of the Archbishop of Cashel 
requesting him to liimd over the papers of accompt of Midleton School, if he shall’ 
find them among his Grace’s papers. 

1823. Numerous applications were subsequently made to the Archbishop's 

representatives, and to the Registrar of the Diocese, with the 
hope of recovering the papers in question, but without any success • 

1824. and the circumstance was stated in the reports of the Board to 
4hc Lord Lieutenant. 

1825. 
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MIDLETON 1825. 31st December. — The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Poole, sovereign 
School. of Midleton, and land agent to Lord Viscount Midleton, on the subject of the 
'' — ■■ ^ neglect of the School by the master. 

Ordered, Tliat the Solicitor write to the tenants of the school lands of Midleton, 
to pay their accruing gales of rent half yearly into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit 
of the Commissioners of Education for accompt of the School of Midleton ; and 
that Doctor Grier be called on by the Secretary to furnish a regular and full accompt, 
as receiver, of the rents up to the present period, for the inspection of the Board. 

Ordered, That the Solicitor report to the Board upon the memorial of Mr. 
Daunt for a renewal ; which memorial was handed to him in presence of the Board 
by the Secretary, for that purpose. 

1826. 31st March. — The Commissioners discussed the circumstances affecting 
the estate formerly conveyed by the Countess of Orkney, in trust for the purposes 
of a school at Midleton. 

The Secretary read a copy of the original grant by Lady Orkney to Thomas 
Broderick and Laurence Clayton, and the several cases submitted from time to time 
by the Board’s Solicitor for the legal opinions of Maxwell Blacker, Esquire, the 
Board’s Counsel, the Right Honourable William Saurin when Attorney-general, 
and Mr. Serjeant Joy, (now Solicitor-general) with the opinions of each ; and the 
memorial of Mr. Francis Daunt, for a renewal of the lease made to his ancestors 
by former Trustees of the School, having been also read ; 

Resolved, That the opinion taken by the Solicitor from the counsel before men- 
tioned, together with the documents already furnished, and the memorial of 
Mr. Daunt, with such additional documents as have been recently discovered ; 
and also the resolutions of the Board of Education, be laid by our Solicitor before 
Mr. Blacker and the Solicitor-general, with a request that they reconsider their 
opinions on the subject of Midleton School case, with all such adaitional matter as 
may have since arisen, whether with respect to the receipt of rent, renewal 6nes, 
or otherwise, and give their advice to the Board how it shall proceed. 

1st April. — Ordered, That Mr. James Paine, local architect to the Board of 
First Fruits for the province of Munster, do forthwith inspect the School-house 
of Midleton with the appurtenances, and report to the Commissioners of Educa- 
tion, whether its state be such as to admit of repairs, and if so, what sum of money 
may be necessary to expend thereon. 

Ordered, That a letter be written to the Secretary to the Board of Charitable 
Donations, desiring to be informed what steps that Board has taken for the re- 
covery of the grant made by Mr. Harris of Cork, for the benefit of the School of 
Midleton, as specified in the Twelfth Report of the former Commissioners of 
Education. 

Ordered, That our Secretary write a letter to Doctor Grier, directing him to 
furnish to the Governors of the School an accompt of the monies received and 
expended by him since the period at which his accompts were last audited, and 
the approbation of the Governors and their allowance of the said accompts signified 
to him. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the Governors, that this has been done, 
and that it is desirable to have them report on the same, with as little delay as 
possible. 

Ordei'ed, That the Secretary refer to Doctor Grier, the late Archbishop of 
Cashel’s letter of the 31st October 1821, and request that he will make any 
explanation upon the circumstances therein stated, that he may consider to be 
requisite. 

April 4th.— The Secretary submitted to the Board draughts of the letters ordered 
to be written on the 1st instant. 

Resolved, That the draughts now laid before the Board be adopted and transmitted 
accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Board’s Solicitor report, pursuant to the order of the Board, 
respecting the propriety of renewing the lease to Mr. Daunt, tenant to a part of 
the Midleton School lands. 

1827. 
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1827. i2lh January. — The case of Midleton School lands having been taken MIDLETON 
into consideration by the Board, and the cases and documents which had been in the ^hooL 
year 1826, pursuant to their order, laid before the Solicitor General and Mr. Blacker, 
relative to the two leases made by the trustees of the school lands, in the years 1710 
and 17*2, and the joint opinion of these gentlemen thereon having been read : 

Resolved, That conformably to the said joint opinion of the Solicitor General 
and Mr. Blacker, which states, that the leases which have been so made, were in 
breach of trust, and could not be sustained; and that the mode of proceeding by 
the Commissioners of Education, to avoid those leases, will be by information at 
the suit of the Attorney General ; — 

We consider it expedient that informations be forthwith filed in the name of His 
Majesty’s Attorney General, to set aside the said two leases so made by the trustees 
in the years 1710 and 1712, of the Midleton School lands, agreeably to the joint 
opinion of counsel, provided the Attorney General shall permit the same. 

Note. — \^And the Attorney General having consented accordingly, the infor’ 
motions were in preparation under the direction of Counsel.'] 

23d February. — The Secretary produced plans and estimates, prepared by 
Mr. J ames Pain, architect, for the repair of the school-house of Midleton, one 
amounting to £. 3,859. 4. having the addition of a third story ; the other for 
restoring it to its original state, at the estimated expense of f 1,858. 1 7. 5. 

Rzsoived, That the addition of a third story is unnecessary, and that the smaller 
estimate exceeding the fund at the Board’s disposal at present, it be referred to 
Mr. Pain, to re-consider and reduce his plan and estimate. 

(Copy.) 

C. W. Walker, 

Sec'*^ to the Comm" of Education in Ireland. 



BALLYROAN SCHOOL. 

1813. November 13th.— Ort/ererf, THAT the Solicitor in the information BALLYROAN 
cause, relating to the lands of Cappaloughlin (the estate of the Schools of Navan School. 

and Ballyroan) and the receiver in the same, and also the executor of the late 

receiver, M. L. M‘Causland, Elsq. mentioned in the Second Report of the former 

Board of Education, be summoned by the Secretary to attend Ae next meetins of 
this Board. ^ 

December 2d. — Mr. Rowley Heyland, agent, and receiver of the rents of the 
school lands of Navan and Ballyroan Schools, the foundation of the late Alderman 
Preston, was examined respecting the present state of the funds of that endowment, 
and the arrears due thereon, to the ist November 1813 ; and his examination was 
taken down in writing, by the Secretary, and then read by Mr. Heyland, and signed 
by him and lodged with the Secretary. 

1814. January 5th. — A copy of the account of Charles Richardson, Esquire, 
executor of the late L. M. M‘CausIand, Esquire, agent of the estates of Navan and 
Ballyroan Schools, and a copy of the account of Rowley Heyland, Esquire, the 
present receiver of the said estate, commencing 1st May 1 808 and ending 1st May 
1 81 0, having been laid before the Board, and read : 

Ordered, That the Secretary do ascertain from Mr. Heyland, to what date he has 
smce accounted in the court of Chancery for the rents of the estate of Navan and 
Ballyroan Schools ; and that he do furnish a copy of any account he has passed 
since the one to May 1 8 1 0, to the Commissioners. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners will hold a visitation of the Schools of Navan 
and Ballyroan, on Friday the 14th of January, at one o'clock, at No, 3, Dawson- 
street ; and that the patron, the masters and ushers of those schools, be summoned 
to appear before the Commissioners on that day ; and that the agent and receiver 
of the rents of the school estate be also summoned. 

303* B 1814. 
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BALLYROAN 1814. January 14th. — Resolved, That the Board do now proceed to hold a visi- 
Scliool. tation of the Schools of Navan and Ballyroan. 

Mr. Arthur Hutchins, usher of the School of Ballyroan, was examined on oath, 
by the Commissioners ; and his examination was taken down in writing by the 
Secretary, and was then read over by Mr. Hutchins, and was signed by him and 
then lodged with the Secretary. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do pay five pounds to Mr. Hutchins, to defray his 
expenses in Dublin to attend this Board. 

The other witnesses summoned, namely, the Rev. Joseph Preston, master of 
Ballyroan School ; the Reverend Francis 1 ). Hamilton, master of Navan School ; 
and Reverend Mr. Tuomey, usher thereof ; and the Right Honourable Lord Tara, 
did not attend, being prevented, as it is supposed, by the inclemency of the weather, 
and the heavy fall of snow, which has stopped all communication between parts 
of the country and Dublin. 

14th February.— A map of the School-houses of Ballyroan. made by Mr. John 
Bowden, architect, and a report on the present state of the new and old school- 
house, were laid before the Board. 

The report was read, and deferred for further consideration. 

The Secretary submitted a copy of the accompt passed by Rowley Heyland, 
Esquire, agent of the lands of Navan and Ballyroan School, before the Master in 
Chancery, of the receipts and expenditure of the rents of the school lands up to the 
1st May 

The same was read, by which it appears that the balance to the credit of the 
schools to 1st May 1812, was two thousand one hundred and thirty-seven pounds 
fifteen shillings and seven pence. 

The Secretary submitted a statement from Mr. Harding, of the Surveyor General s 
Office, intituled, “ Searches for the Lands of Cappaloughlin, in the Queens 
“ County;” and the Secretary stated that he had, along with Mr. Harding, exa- 
mined the Dffwn Survey, and found, that the statement furnished by Mr. Harding, 
accorded with the map of the lands of Cappaloughlin in said survey. 

Ordered, That application be made at the Surveyor General's Office, for a copy 
of the Down Survey of the lands of Cappaloughlin. 

Ordeivd, That the visitation of the School of Ballyroan, be held on Thursday 
the 24th of February, at eleven o’clock in the morning ; and that Lord Tara and 
the Reverend Joseph Preston be summoned to attend the Board on that day. 

The Board proceeded to hold the visitation of Ballyroan School. 

Copy of the Examination of the Honourable and Reverend Joseph Preston. 

Q. WHEN were you appointed master of the school of Ballyroan ? — A. In 1794, 
by the present Lord Tara and Lord Ludlow. 

Q. Was your appointment during pleasure, or during good behaviour ? — A. There 
was no stipulation made with me, that I can recollect. 

Q. Were you not also master of the school of Navan ; and by whom appointed, 
and in what year; and when did you resign the mastership of Navan school? — 
A. I was ; and was appointed by the same persons, in the same year. I cannot 
rightly say in what year, I think in 1807. I resigned, because I could not reside. 
I did not think it necessary before for me to reside, and I resigned because I 
thought it would be required of me to resign. In fact, I would have held both, 
if I could. 

Q. What salary do you at present receive as master of the school at Ballyroan ; 
and by whom is it paid ?— A. Seventy-five pounds per annum, paid by the agent 
and receiver of the school lands. 

Q. Have you any other emoluments or advantages as master of Ballyroan school ? 
— A. No, 1 have not. 

Q. Have 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



or EDUCATION, IRELAND. j 

«. Have you ever resided as schoolmaster, either at Navah orBallyroan; or hallyroavi 
attended to the duties of either iu person ?-~A. I did attend to the duties of Bally. Sc™ 

roan school, but I did not reside. I do often go back and forward through Bally- ^ ' 

roan, and called at the school. » J 

Q. Where IS your usual place of residence, and at what distance from the school 
ot Oallyroan ?—^. I hve in the county of Limerick, above forty miles from the 
school of Ballyroan. •’ 

Q. How often have you attended the school during the last three years?— 

A. I was not there ten times during the time. I have, I think, been there about 
seven times during the last three years ; for the three years previous, I may have 
called there m proportion. When I went there, I went into the house, examined 
Its state of repair, and examined the boys. I never remained more than one dav 
at a time m the school. 

Q. Who conducts the school for you at Ballyroan t and is it kept as a classical 
or as an English school?— ., 4 . The school is conducted by Mr. Hutchins, the usher 
It IS kept both as an English and classical school. It is now a day school but 
Mr. Hutchins would receive boarders, if he could get them ; he has had two 
boarders, but has none now. 

Q. You stated in your examination before the late Board of Education, in 1807, 
that there were then fifty scholars at the school ; how many are there at present • 
are they free ^.holars, or do they pay'for their tuition ?— There are seventeen bovs 
at present. There are several Roman Catholic seminaries round Ballyroan and 
a celebrated one at or near Ballinakill, In 1807, these Roman Catholic schools 
were not established, and the children of Roman Catholics frequented Ballyroan 
school Of the seventeen scholars now at Ballyroan school, half are Roman 
Latholics ; but they go there to learn Larin from the usher. I do not know whether 
Latin is taught at the Roman Catholic schools. 

examination, that Mr. Hutchins the usher, had 
then, m 1807, eleven scholars who were taught Latin; how many has he now that 
are instructed m that language !~A. I cannot exactly say how many. I believe 
about eight or nine may be now taught Latin. His head class is reading Homer 
and some are reading Virgil. I do not know his rates of tuition, 1 have neve^ 
interfered. I have left the conduct of his school to him. I do not know how it is 
conducted with regard to payments. 

Q. Has not the salary of Mr. Hutchins the usher, been raised since your 
examination before the Commissioners of the Board of Education, in 1807 and 
what IS that salary at present ; and does he receive the salary of the writing master 
without keeping any writing master ; and has he done this with your knowledge 
and approbanon?-. 4 . It was not; it is only thirty-five pounds per annum, Jd 
the advantages he can get from the boys. As a good writing-master could not 

procured for the salary (15^. per annum), I desired Mr. Hutchins to go on 
teaching writing, with the assistance of one of the boys, until a good writing-master 
ranid be procured; and in the mean time, he Mr. Hutchins, feceives the salarv 
He could not exist on his salary of 35 /. per annum. 

Q. Was there not a large house taken for him as a school-house, since i807 
and at whose recommendation ; and what rent is paid for it ; and in what state of 
repair is it at present ?—A. There has been. It is a tolerable house ; it was taken 
by my recommendation. The old house was abandoned, and the tenure bad • this 
riew house was next to it, and we thought it advisble to take this house to add it to 
the old one. It was taken from a Mr. Hutchinson, for three lives or thirty-one 
years, at a rent of thirty-five guineas, I think. The timbers of the roof are old and 
bad, but It is very weli worth putting into repair. I think a longer lease of the old 
school might be obtained. I do not think the new school taken at too high a rent. 

Q. Is there not an annual rent paid for the old school-house out of the charity 
fund. A. There is ; at a rent, I think, of twenty-five guineas per annum. 

Q. Do you not think that this old school-house would have been quite ®ood 
enough, and sufficiently capacious for the number of scholars, and the descrintion 
of school hitherto kept at Ballyroan ?—A . Not at the time that the other was taken. 

1 then thought that Mr. Hutchins would have been able to have got boarders hut- 
he has not succeeded. ® ’ 

Q. Do 
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Q. Do you really consider Mr. Hutchins, the present 
Qualified to^be head of a public classical school, or of a good English school . 

A. Indeed I do, of both; he had been usher to Mr. Clarke of ^-PPerary scho , 
and Mr. Clarke told me he would not have recoinmended him, drf he not k 
him to be a good scholar and a good man. He had not entered Trimly Col^ 
when I took Mm, and has not yet taken his degree ; he is now a senior sophister m 
college, as 1 hear. t u t • 

Q. Have you any observations to make to the Commissioners ?-A 1 ‘hmk it 
would be right to mention, that I do not think the present usher can subset on he 
present salary allowed him; I applied to the agent to make 

ihe salaries,^ and stated that 15!. could not procure a writing-master, or 35 h 
support a resident master. The agent told me, he would '»“« >>= "hat 

powLs the Board of Education, then about to be formed, would have, before he 
applied. 

Q Have you any intention of residing at Ballyroan as school-master .—A. 1 
cannot reside, and do not intend to reside, but I will give my attention to the con- 
duct of the school as far as it is in my power, and see that it is attended to and 
visit it as often as I possibly can. I think both a classical school and an English 

school necessary at Ballyroan. , , « , 

(signed) Joseph Preston. 

THE Board proceeded in visitation of the School of Ballyroan ; and the evidence 
given on oath to the Commissioners respecting Ballyroan School, having been 

'^^Pesolved, That the Rev. Joseph Preston be deprived of the mastership : 

That it is the opinion of this Board, that a mercantile academy be established at 
Ballyroan, and that the master should be a person perfectly qualified to 
cateL extensive course of English and mercantile education, including the most 
improved modes of book keeping, and the elements of practical mathematics, and 
tha^ in order to guard against disappointment, it will be expedient that the person 
selected should have been formerly employed as a teacher, and afforded sufficient 
proofs of his capacity in the above departments. 

Resolved, That there should be a classical assistant on the establishment. 

Resolved, That the most diligent attention be paid to instruct the children of 

parents professingthe Established religion Inthe truth and doctrines of the Established 

church ; but that no interference should take place m the religious opinions of those 
professing a different belief. 

Resolved That a salary of one hundred pounds be paid quarterly to the easier ; 
and that the salary of the classical assistant be sixty pounds per annum, to be paid 
in like manner, and that Mr. Hutchins be paid the same, commencing the 1st of 
February 1814- 

That the day boys attending the academy, be instructed on terms not exceeding 
one guinea per quarter, to be received by the master for his own use. 

Resolved, That the schoolmaster and classical assistant bo authorized to receive 
boarders on such terms as may from time to time be approved by the Board. 

Resolved, That the above resolutions be communicated to Lord Tara and Lord 
Ludlow, and the Rev. Joseph Faviere, and that they be called on to nominate within 
three months a proper master for Ballyroan school. 

Ordered That the Board's Solicitor be directed now, and at all future times, to 
take care that the receiver in the Cappalouglin cause, do account up to ““ ‘atest 
period that the rules of the court of Chancery permit, and do from time to time 
pay in all balances in his hands to the credit of the cause. 

March sot.— Ordered, That the Solicitor of the Board do prepare a petition <Jr 
other proper communication to the Lord Chancellor, informing his Lordship that 
the Commissioners have thought it right to increase the salary of the usher ot 
Ballyroan school from £. 35 - M iC-Co. per annum, commencing from 1st lebruary 
1814; and praying his Lordship to make it an order in the Cappaloughlin cause, 
that the receiver be directed to pay the increased salary ; 
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.1, '^d“‘ the Secretary do communicate to the late master of Ballyroan School, that BALLYROAK 
the Board have thought it necessary to deprive him of the mastership of that School, 
school ; - 

That the Secretary do signify to the usher of Ballyroan School, that his salary is 
increased to sixty pounds per annum ; and that it is the direction of the Board that 
he shall take care of the school until a master is appointed, the late master having 
been deprived by the Board. ® 

Ordered, That the Solicitor do inform himself in whom the fee is vested of the 
premises at present occupied for the purpose of Ballyroan School ; and do ascertain 
the practicability of purchasing or acquiring leases for ever of the same, adverting 
to the powers conferred by the 53d Geo. 3, c. 107, on the Commissioners, and on 
the proprietors of estates under settlement. 

1814, May 7.— The Secretary having stated to the Board, that he had been 
applied to by Mr. Preston, a brother of LordTara, and also by Mr. Rowley Heyland, 
th^e agent of Lord Tara, for a copy of the notice served on his Lordship by order 
of the Board, respecting their deprivation of the Rev. Joseph Preston, of the 
mastership of Ballyroan school ; and requesting to be informed whether the Board 
would allow its Solicitor to furnish such copy ; — 

Resolved, That it is the general rule of the Board to entertain no application 
which IS not sent in as a written memorial. 



May 11th. A letter from the Rev. Joseph Faviere was read, stating that it was 
his intention to let the appointment of the masters, so far as it rested with him 
lapse to the Commissioners. ’ 

Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the receipt of this letter, and thank 
Mr. faviere, in the name of the Commissioners, for his communication. 

May 14th.— The Secretary stated, that he had received a letter from Mr. Rowley 
Heyland, agent and receiver of the estate of Ballyroan and Navan Schools 
stating that he had invested the balance upon his last account to istMay i8i2^ 
being^. 2,137. i 5 f* id. in 3 | per cent stock, which had produced /.2,6i7.’ 
^d which is now placed to the credit of the Accountant General of the Court of 
Chancery, to the credit of the cause, The Attorney General against Lord Tara 
and others. 



June 30th.— The Secretary submitted a letter from Messrs. Rowley and Richard 
Heyland, agents of the lands of Ballyroan and Navan Schools, dated 28th June 
1014, enclosing as follows ; 

The appointment, by Earl Ludlow and Lord Tara, of Arthur Hutchins aen- 
Ueman, to be master of the School of Ballyroan, in the place of the Rev. Jo“enh 
Preston, who was deprived of the mastership by the Commissioners of Education • 
and which appointment bears date the 1 6th May 1814. ’ 



181,5, February gth.—Or*rc<4 That the Solicitor shall apply to Mr Blacker 
counsel for this Board, for instnictions as to the mode of proceeding on the part of 
™ j of Education for taking the conduct of the cause of the Navan 

and Ballyroan Schools into their hands. 

February 13th. A memorial from Lord Tara, respecting the appointment of 
masters to Ballyroan and Navan Schools, was read. 

Order^, That the Secretary do prepare the draft of a letter in answer to said 
memorial, and acquaint his Lordship, that after fully attending to the reasons suer- 
nested by his Lordship, the Commissioners have not been able to change thefr 
former resolutions,— that the Commissioners feel it to be necessary to hole! further 
visitations of their schools, and to express their hope, that in the event of the 
appointments again becoming vacant, the Board trust that his Lordship will be 
prepared to meet their wishes upon the subject. 

of Ae™S FetuT^reS*'' 

andT%fJthoT“ “ Navan 

C Ordered, 
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BALLYROAN Ordered, That the Secretary write to the Attorney General, requesting to 
School. have the management of the cause put into the hands of their Solicitor. 

^ ^ The Solicitor reported, that the Earl of Portarlington was proprietor of the fee of 

the land whereon the School of Bullyroan stands. 

November gth.^Ordered, That it be referred to the Solicitor, conjointly with the 
counsel to this Board, to ascertain in whom are now vested the trusts under the 
Will of alderman John Preston, deceased, respecting the Schools of Ballyroan and 
Navan ; and particularly in whom is now vested the right of nomination of the 
master to said schools respectively. 

November 27th.— Resolved, That the Solicitor, under the direction of the Board ’s 
counsel, prepare a petition to the Lord Chancellor, under the 1 6th section of the 
53rd Geo. 3, c. 107, representing the mismanagement of the Schools of Navan 
and Ballyroan by the Trustees who have acted in the trusts thereof; and praying 
the Lord Chancellor to declare the trustees removed from the trusts and manage- 
ment of the said endowed schools ; and that the execution of the said trusts be 
vested in the Commissioners of Education. 

December 4lh.— The draft of the petition ordered the 27th of November, as 
prepared by the Solicitor, having been submitted to the Board 

Ordered, That the same, now revised, be returned to the Solicitor, for the pur- 
nose of being fairly copied and finally settled by the counsel to the Commissioners, 
to the end that it may be presented to the Lord Chancellor. 

1816. May 2oth.— The Solicitor reported to the Commissioners the order of the 
Lord Chancellor, dated Saturday, 18th May 1816, as follows: 

Lord Chancellor.—" Let the said trustees, Joseph Preston (the elder) and Joseph 
Faviere, the former having never acted in the trust, and the latter declining to act, 
be removed from the same, and let the said trust estates be vested under the pro- 
visions of the Act of Parliament for that purpose in the Commissioners of Education, 
and let all necessary deeds of conveyance be executed by the said trustees, Joseph 
Preston and Joseph Faviere, with the approbation of the master, and let the said 
Joseph Preston be paid the costs of this motion, and reserve the consideration of 
the right of nominating the masters to the Schools of Ballyroan and Navan, ^d also 
the consideration of Lord Tara’s costs, until the cause of The Attorney General 
against Preston shall be heard.” 

Ordered, That the Solicitor proceed accordingly, under the direction of Mr- 
Blacker, counsel to the Board. 

7th December.— The Solicitor reported progress in the cause of The Commis- 
sioners of Education against Earl Ludlow and Lord Tara; and also, that pro- 
ceedings had been instituted against the late receiver. 

Ordered, That the Secretary furnish the Solicitor with the requisite documents, to 
enable him to apply by petition to the Lord Chancellor, so that an order may be had 
for the payment of the masters salaries, and the rents of the school-house, with as 
much expedition as possible. 

1817 April 2d. — Mr. Brassington, land surveyor, laid before the Board a map 
of the Cappaloughlin lands belonging to the Schools of Ballyroan and Navan ; and 
stated, that when occupied in the survey of the same, he was informed certain of the 
tenants and under-tenants of the lands had been prevented cutting turf on the bo^ 
supposed to be part of the school estate, by an injunction at the suit ot Lord 
Castlecoote ; and that attachments had been since issued on foot of such injunctions. 

Referred to the Board’s Solicitor. 

November . 8th.— The Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench afBxed 
the seal of the Board in its presence, and by its direction and assent, to 
of the Commissioners of Education to the supplementary information, filed by His 
Majesty’s Attorney General, at the relation of the Secretary to this Board against 
Lord Tara 



against 

1818. 
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^ 1818. March 7th. — The Solicitor reported respecting the proceedings on the nAiiYROAN 
injunction obtained by Lord Castlecoote, and produced the order for dissolving the School. 

same, and the bill of costs thereby directed to be discharged by the Commissioners ' ^ 

of Education. 



November iith. — The Secretary laid before the Board letters from the master, 
and also the landlord of the school-house of Ballyroan, respecting repairs. 

Resolved, That until the final decree of the Lord Chancellor, in the cause of The 
Commissioners against Lord Tara and Earl Ludlow, they cannot dispose of the 
matters m the said applications. 



1 820. October 14th. — The order of the Right Honour&ble the Lord Chancellor, 
in the cause of The Attorney General against Lord Tara and others, read. * 

Resolved, That the power of attorney now produced, be executed by this Board 
to William James M'Causland, their Solicitor, empowering him to accept for the 
Board the transfer and payment of the stock and sums in said order mentioned ; 
and that the Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench be empow'ered, and 
is hereby requested to affix the seal of the Board thereto ; and the same was’done 
accordingly. 



November 23d — Mr. M'Causland, Solicitor to the Board, produced the certifi- 
cate of the tra,nsferof C 2,027. H 5. grf. three and a half percent stock, transferred 
to the Commissioners of Education, pursuant to the decree, in the cause of The 
Attorney-general, at the relation of the Commissioners of Education, against Lord 
Tara and others. 

Resolved, That the Board execute a power of Attorney to the Provost of Trinity 
College, to accept of said transfer in their name, and to sell so much of the same 
as may be sufficient to pay Mr. M‘Causland their Solicitor, ^.412. 145. \\d. 
being the balance of the taxed costs of the Plaintiff and Defendants, the Commis- 
sioners of Education decreed to be paid out of the funds to the credit of the 
said cause. 

And the said power was executed accordingly, by the Lord Chancellor affixim. 
the Board’s seal thereto, in the presence of the Board. 



r 82r. February 3d.— Orrferei, That the Solicitor report on the suits connected 
With the Schools of Ballyroan and Navan. 



February 1 7th.— The Solicitor pursuant to the orders of the last Board, reported 
^ That in pursuance of the Lord Chancellor’s decree, directing it to be inquired 
“ into, in whom the nomination of school-masters of the Schools of Ballyroan and 

Navan is now vested, and who is the heir-at-law of the survivor of the trustees 

named in the deed of the 6th of July 1686 ; it has been after much research 
“ made out, that the present Earl of Castle Stewart, is the heir of the surviving 
“ trustee m the said deed of j686; and that the right of appointing the master 
“ IS vested m Lord Tara, the Rev. Joseph Faviere, and the Earl of Castle Stewart - 
‘ and the Master’s report to that effect has been applied for.” ’ 

[Note. It proved subsequently, that Lord Castle Stewart teas not the 

1822. May 13th.— An application from Mrs. Mitchell, widow, was read, desiring 
aid towards the repair of a tenement in the town of Ballyroan, which had been 
leased by her deceased husband to Major Edwards, for the Rev. Mr Preston for 
the puposes of the school. ’ 

Orda-ed, That Mrs. Mitchell be apprized that this Board have it not in their 
power to comply with her application, but refers her to the person to whom her 
husband had made the demise, if the house be in a dilapidated state. 

July 1st. A memorial from two inhabitants of the town of Ballyroan recom- 
mending a Mercantile School with a Classical Assistant to be there established 
under Alderman Preston’s endowment, was submitted to the Board. 

1824. November 2 d.—Ordered, That the Solicitor be required to report the state 
ot the cause between the Commissioners of Education, and Rev. Joseph Preston 

C 2 November 
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BALLYROAN November 6th. — The Solicitor in attendance, and reported that in the present 

School. term, summonses from the Master’s Office, were to be issued for proceeding in the 
causes, against the representative of Lord Tara, who professed his willingness to 
concede to and to co-operate in the wishes of the Board of Education, in respect of 
the Schools founded by Alderman Preston. 

(Note , — See Annual Report to March 1 826, for the progress of this Cause, 
to that period) ; as follows, 

“ We had hoped to have been able to announce to your Excellency, the final 
“ determination of the suit depending in the Court of Chancery in Ireland, in respect 
“ of the Schools to be established in Navan and Ballyroan, by virtue of the deed of 
“ Alderman Preston, thd ancestor of the late Lord Tara, which bears date the 1 6th 
“ July i686; but we are informed by our Solicitor, that the delay is attributable 
“ to the difficulty of ascertaining who is the heir-at-law of David Cairnes, who was 
“ the surviving trustee named in said deed of trust ; it having turned out that Lord 
“ Castle Stewart, who enjoys the Castle Gare Estate, was not the heir-at-law of 
“ the surviving trustee named in said deed, although reputed to be such.” 

1827. March 31st. — It does not appear that the favourable expectations of the 
line to be adopted by the representative of Lord Tara has been verified. The 
litigation has been prolonged, and the latest report of the Board’s Solicitor on the 
state of the cause, sets forth, that the parlies are now before the Master in Chancery 
in his office, and will insist upon his report one way or other, Whether an 
“ heir can be found, or not, to the surviving trustee to the deed of 1686, who died 
about a century ago ; and on that report’s going to the Lord Chancellor, it is sup- 
posed an end will be put to this cause, and the Charity carried into effect.” 



Copy. (signed) C. W. IValker, 

Sec*' to the Comm'‘ of Education 
in Ireland. 
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